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v TN to soon announce policy on deep techand AT

Our Bureau
Chennai

Tamil Nadu will soon an-
nounce a policy on deep tech
and artificial intelligence, said
Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, Minis-.
ter for Information Techno-
logy and Digital Services, at
the first anniversary of the
Tamil Nadu Technology Hub
(iTNT Hub).

In alignment with the
Centre’s Deep Tech Policy —
which is expected to be an-
nounced soon — the Tamil
Nadu government will focus
on areas of tech product
design tofacilitate product de-
velopment with a confluence
of product designers, de-
velopers and manufacturing
support. The second is to host
the TN Innovative Conclave
regularlyas it will be a bedrock
for innovation; the State is
alreadyaleader in patent filing
and R&D and expects tohavea
- deeptechfund, he said.

“Weareat aninterestingin-
flection point in the techno-

FOSTERING INNOVATION. Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, TN
Minister for IT & DS, with Vanitha Venugopal, CEO, iTNT, at the
first anniversary of iTNT in Chennai on Thursday suov cHos _

logy space with theadvent of
both deep tech and AT While
some may argue that Al is ove-
rhyped, there is no question
that it profoundly changes the
nature of work in many ways...
creating new kinds of oppor-
tunities and enterprises,” he
said.
“Intherecentdiscussionon
demands for grants of the IT &
DS department in the As-
sembly, we talked about a
mantra or slogan — Innovate
in Tamil Nadu. As we are the
most industrialised State with
a large talent pool, we need to
use the innovation approach

' to stimulate our economy and

achieve Chief Minister MK
Stalin’s vision of a $1 trillion
economy by 2030,”he said.

" “Tamil Nadu had lost the
overall momentum in the sec-
tor when compared to

Bengaluru or Hyderabad or °

the NCR. Part of the issue is
funding. We fund this depart-
ment substantive lower, in ab-
solute number and as a per-
centage of total budget outlay,
when compared to States like
Karnataka or Telangana. Des-
pite that we are doing relat-
ively so well because of the hu-
man talent,” he said.

When asked if it would be
two different policies for deep
tech and Al or an integrated
one, Rajan said it could be an
incentive or regulatory policy
or guideline on how it would
be developed. From an incent-
ive policy perspective, all will
be aligned in one way. From
regulations, standards, applic-
ations and compliance policy,
there will be a separate Al
policy because of the risk
factorsinvolved, he said.

MOUs INKED

At the event, the iTNT Hub
inked MoUs with Tamil Nadu
Smart and Advanced Manu-

facturing Centre (in associ- |

ation with Siemens), Tamil
Nadu Centre of Excellence for
Advanced Manufacturing (in
association with Dassault Sys-
temes), Tamil Nadu Infra-
structure Fund Management
Corporation, Amazon Web
Services India, Microsoft In-
dia, and Hyderabad’s DLabs
Incubator Association, India
School of Business, T-Hub and
T-Works.
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TN. will soon unveil policies
on Deep Tech and Artificial
Intelligence, says Minister

| The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Minister for Information
Technology and Digital

- Services Palanivel Thiaga

Rajan on Thursday said Ta-
mil Nadu would soon un-
veil policies on Deep Tech
and Artificial Intelligence
(Al), and that the State was
expecting to set up a Deep
Tech fund.

“In the recent discus-
sion on the demands for
grant for the IT and Digital
Services Department in the
Assembly, we spoke about
a mantra or slogan, ‘Inno-
vate in Tamil Nadu’. As we
are the most industrialised
State with the greatest ta-
lent pool, we need to use
the innovation approach to
stimulate our economy
and achieve Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin’s vision of a $1-
Trillion economy by
2030,” he said at an event
to mark the first anniver-
sary of Tamil Nadu Tech-
nology Hub (iTNT Hub).

“We are at an interesting
inflection point in the tech-
nology space with the ad-
vent of Deep Tech and
AlL..” Mr. Thiaga Rajan

Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan at the event organised to mark the

first anniversary of iTNT Hub on Thursday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

said, adding that in align-
ment with the Centre’s
Deep Tech Policy, which is
expected to be announced
soon, the State govern-
ment would focus on areas
of technology product de-
sign to facilitate new pro-

duct development with a -

confluence of product de-
signers, and developers,
and manufacturing sup-
port. Later, he told media-
persons that the Tamil Na-
du government had been
taking steps to ensure that
start-ups were set up in the
State.

Addressing the event
through video-conference,
S. Krishnan, Secretary, Mi-
nistry of Electronics and

Information Technology,
Government of India,
stressed the need to bring
all start-up ecosystems to-
gether. At the event, the
iTNT Hub inked MoUs with
Tamil Nadu Smart and Ad-
vance Manufacturing
Centre, in association with
Siemens; Tamil Nadu
Centres of Excellence for
Advanced Manufacturing,
in association with Das-
sault Systémes; Tamil Nadu
Infrastructure Fund Man-
agement  Corporation;
Amazon Web Services In-
dia; Microsoft India; D
Labs Incubator Associa-
tion; India School of Busi-
ness; T-Hub; and T-Works,
Hyderabad.




BENNETT, COLEMAN & CO. LTD. | Estd. MDCCCXXXVIII | VOL. 17 NO. 166 P

e CHENNAI | FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024 | 40 PAGES | METRO | PRICE 4.00

i s

THE TIMES OF INDIA

INCLUSIVE OF CHENNAI TIMES (ONLY IN CHENNAI CITY) INDIA’S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER | To subscribe call 18001200 004 or visit subscribe.timesofindia.com

TN plans a dedicated fund
for deep-tech startups

State IT Minister Palanivel Thiagarajan Says The
Fund Will Have The Support Of Global Experts

Times NEws NETWORK *

Chennai¢ Tamil Nadu go-
vernment plans to launch a
fund to support the deep and
emerging technology star-
tups in the state, informa-
tion technology and digital
services minister Palanivel
Thiagarajan said on Thurs-
day. Speaking at an event or-
ganised by Tamil Nadu tech-
nology hub (iTNT hub) here,
hesaid thefund willhave the
financial and mentorship
supportof the global experts
in deep-tech. However, hedid
not indicate the size of the
fund or when it will be laun-
ched.

Theministerfurthersaid
the state’s deep-tech policy,
yet to be launched but men-
tioned in the state assembly °
recently, would be in line
with the proposed national
deep-tech policy, and focus
on technology product de-
_sign, providing support for -
product development and
manufacturing.

“As the most industriali-
zed state and with a good ta-
lent pool, we want to use the
innovation approach as the
way of accelerating our eco-
nomy for reaching the tril-
liondollar goal,” he said. -

Tamil Nadu already pro-

hankar

HANDS ON: Tamil Nadu IT minister Palanivel Thiagarajan aka P TR
(C), department secretary Dheeraj Kumar, Rolls-Royce India & South
Asia president Kishore Jayaraman, along with others at the event

vides grant and equity in-
vestments in selected star-
tupsacrosssectors, butithas
largely focused on social im-
pact sectors like women and
rural development, and sup-
porting entrepreneurs from
the disadvantaged commu-
nities.

Earlier speaking at the
event, union secretary of mi-
nistry of electronics and in-
formation technology (Mei-
tY) S Krishnan said Tamil
Nadu needs to reach the cri-
ticalmass to create a vibrant
startup ecosystem, which in-
cludes venture capital fun-

ding. Hepointed out current-

ly startups from the state are
relocating to the neighbo-
ringstatesforraisingmoney.

iTNT hub, the govern-
mental agency, has signed a
letter of intent (Lol) with
Amazon Web Services for
setting up a center of excel-
lence and for supporting de-
ep-tech startups. iTNT hub
also signed a Lol with Micro-

. soft India which provides

Azure credits and OpenAl
credits for startups.

The iTNT inked a memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) with various corpora-
tes and startups. It has sig-
ned two agreements explo-
ring technology transfers in-
volving researchers and cor-
porations. MoUs were also
signed with 50 higher educa-
tion institutions to support
research and development.
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MADHYA PRADESH REPORTS 23 TIGER
DEATHS INFIRST SIX MONTHS OF 2024

0fthe 75 deaths reported from 12 states since the
start of the year, 23 have been in Madhya Pradesh,
National Tiger Conservation Authority data said

INFIGHTING AMONG TOP CAUSES OF DEATHS

At least 10 of the 23 tiger deaths were reported in the state’s Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve (BTR). A probe into tiger deaths by a three—member committee
constituted by the Madhya Pradesh forest department found that at least 17
big cat deaths in BTR in the last three years were due to territorial fights.
Two-three deaths were blamed on poaching and the rest on old age
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TN mulls deep tech fund, mechanism

for start-ups to perform

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE state government is plan-
ning to come up with a deep tech
fund and a mechanism for the
start-ups to help carry out gov-
ernment work, both in Tamil
Nadu and across India, said Min-
ister for Information Technolo-
gy and Digital Services Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan.

Speaking during the first an-
niversary of Tamil Nadu Tech-
nology Hub (iTNT Hub), Thiaga

ajan said the state will be roll-
Ing out Deep Tech and Artificial

- Intelligence policies in tune with

with the union government’s
Deep Tech policy.

. “We will be focussing on three
or four areas, including technol-
ogy product design, which will
facilitate new product develop-
ment with the confluence of
product designers and manufac-
turers; the second is to organise
the iTNT conclave regularly; as
intellectual property is the bed-
rock of innovation and our sta-
tus is already the leader in pat-
ent filing, research and
development and engineering,”
he said.

IT Minister PTR speaking at anniversary
of iTNT Hub on Thur;day | ExPRESS

“We would have a deep tech
fund and my endeavour to estab-
lish one follows my recent visit
to the US Bay area. It will pro-
vide a mechanism for deep tech
startups, enabling them to do
government work in Tamil Nadu
and across India,” he added.

Stating that the state is indus-
trialised and has a great talent
Ppool, the minister said he wants
to use the innovation approach
asaway toaccelerating the econ-
omy and achieving Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin’s vision of a tril-

govt work: PTR

lion dollar economy by 2030.
Highlighting the advent of Al
and Deep Tech as a inflection
point in the technology space, he
said there is no question that AT
changes the nature of work in
many ways, be it disruptive, cre-
ating new kind of opportunities
and enterprises.

During the event, iTNT hub
signed MoUs with the Tamil
Nadu Smart and Advance Manu-
facturing Centre, in association
with Siemens; Tamil Nadu Cent-
ers of Excellence for Advanced
Manufacturing, in association
with Dassault Systmes; Tamil
Nadu Infrastructure Fund Man-
agement Corporation; Amazon
Web Services India; Microsoft
India; and D Labs Incubator As-
sociation, India School of Busi-
ness, T-Hub, and T-Works,
Hyderabad.

Two technology transfers have
been facilitated by iTNT Hub
through its “Jigsaw” platform
that fosters industry-academia
collaboration. iTNT has on-
boarded over 4,100 academic re-
searchers from diverse Emerg-
ing and Deep Tech fields to this
platform.
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Overall fund allocation t(') [T sector
low in state, says Minister PTR

CHENNAI: State Minister for
Information Technology
and Digital Services,
Palanivel Thiaga Rajan
(PTR) on Thursday
exuded disappointment
and said that the overall
fund allocation in the
Budget for the IT sector is
comparatively very low in
Tamil Nadu than other
states such as Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka.

Speaking to the reporters af-
ter participating in the Ta-
mil Nadu Technology Hub
Day (iTNT), a joint establish-
ment by the MeitY and
IT&DS, event here, the Min-
ister said, “We have to accept
the fact that Tamil Nadu is
number 1 in terms of skilled
manpower, but not number 1
in terms of IT sector.”

“TN was in the lead during
the formative period of the IT
sector in the late 1990s and
early 2000s. But, that is not
the case now. Other states,
especially Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka, allocate

thousands of crores every

* year to the IT sector, but, as

in TN, high allocation of
funds has not yet reached the
IT sector. I do not say this as
an accusation. But I state the
fact,” he said.

Responding to the ques-
tion of creating more em-
ployment in the AI sector,
Thiaga Rajan said, “IT sector

is a global market. A space of * |

100 square feet, one comput-
er or few with inter-
net connection

Commenting on the
Artificial ~ Intelli-

can create em- . gence  policy,
ploymenr‘;htc Minister PTR also I’gR ?idNﬂ?t
many. The P amil Nadu
objective highlighted the has  some
of {TNT is Deep Tech and limitations
not instant Emerging Tech might in the AL
employ- of the startup “To - imple-
ment. We 3 ment the use
must first ecosystem in TN of Al in all de-
adapt our- partments
selves to the across the state,
ever-growing more data is need-

technologies in the IT
sector and Al and create an
ecosystem for it. Only then
employment can be in-
creased.”

ed. But, now all that data
is in paper. Correcting this
requires more computing
power and there are not
enough chips among us. It

will require a lot of energy
and an investment of $1 tril-
lion. We are discussing this
with the Chief Minister. But,
of course, this situation will
change in the coming years,”
he said, adding that CM Sta-
lin during his upcoming visit
to the USA will discuss this

with top IT professionals and -

industrialists there.

Earlier, Union Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) secre-
tary S Krishnan shared in-
sights on- the soon to be
launched National Deep
Tech Startup Policy to create
a conductive ecosystem to
foster innovation and PTR
highlighted the Deep Tech
and Emerging Tech might of
the startup ecosystem in TN.

As part of the event, MoUs
were also signed with 50
higher education institu-
tions to nurture research,
development and innovation

on campus by supporting .

academic researchers,
innovators and student
entrepreneurs.

Rolls Royce-HAL eyes
more manufacturing
units in Tamil Nadu

= RAMAKRISHNA

CHENNAI: The International Aerospace
Manufacturing Pvt Ltd (IAMPL), a joint
venture of Rolls-Royce and Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL), has decided to
explore possibilities to expand its manufac-
turing units in Tamil Nadu.

According to Kishore Jayaraman, president,
Rolls-Royce - Indid and South Asia, the possibili-
ty of setting up four or five new manufacturing
units in Hosur or other locations in the State is
being explored. On the side lines of the Tamil
Nadu Technology Hub (iTNT hub) day event, he
told DT Next that AMPL’s manufacturing opera-
tions are benefiting from good infrastructure,
skilled human resources, excellent academia and
good governance in the State. “It has commenced
manufacturing complex components for the global
supply chain for civil and defence aero-engines.
Around 200 engineers are striving to deliver
high-precision, superior-quality products. We are
exporting our products to the UK and Germany.”

“{TNT hub is helping our business grow. Al-
though we are running two manufacturing units
in Bengaluru and Hosur, we are exploring Hosur
and other TN sites to expand,” Kishore said.

Further, the Rolls-Royce president said IAMPL’s
constant focus is on delivering operational excel-
lence and leveraging India’s supply chain advan-
tages. “We will continue to develop the capability
and capacity to be the best-in-class supply chain
partner to the global aerospace supply chain eco-
system,” he said.
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